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aPopulation 2021  Catalonia Spain EU-27

Population1 7,747,709 47,432,805 446,828,803
Population density (inhabitants/ km2) 241.3 1 93.8 2 109.0 2

Net migration rate 3 2.5 3.1 2.4

 1 01/01/2022 (estimates)  
 2 Figures for 2019.

  3 Per 1,000 inhabitants.

Life expectancy at  
birth (years)

Employment 2021 Catalonia Spain EU-27 

Working population (1,000) 4 3,843 22,906 207,789
Level of employment (%) 76.7 73.7 73.6
Employed population (1,000) 4 3,395 19,493 192,970
 * Agriculture (%) 1.5 4.0 3.6
 * Industry and construction (%) 23.1 20.3 24.9
 * Services (%) 75.3 75.7 70.8

Unemployment rate (%) 11.6 14.8  7

  4 Calculated based on the population aged 15 to 64.

Employed population by sector

Agriculture Industry Services

Catalonia Spain Europe

Land area and land use

            Forest area

  Urbanised

           Crops

  No vegetation

 63.8%

 6.8%

25.8%

 3.6%
              

Source: Idescat, INE, Eurostat.
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       Data unavailable 

Figures for Catalonia - Spain - Europe 2021

Comparison Catalonia - Spain 2021 

6% Land surface 
32,108 km2  
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16% Population 
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General Data Statistics 17% Employed pop. 
3,395,000  
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General Data Statistics

20% GDP  
€244.172 bn 
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General Data Statistics

19% Business / 
630,474 
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25% Exports 
€80.565 bn  

 

 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

181716151413121110

Statistics Lorem Ipsum

General Data Statistics

26% Imports €90.973 
bn  
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General Data Statistics

10% Foreign invest-
ment / €3.093 bn  
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General Data Statistics

17% Overnight stays 
(tourism) / 44,708,438 
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General Data Statistics

  ■ Catalonia ■ Spain

Source: Idescat, INE, Eurostat.

Catalonia Spain EU-27

Macroeconomic figures

Gross domestic product (GDP) (€bn) 244,172 1,206,842 14,522,342
GDP. Variation (%) 5.8 5.5 5.4
GDP per capita (€) 31,531 25,500 32,430

Gross value added (GVA) (€bn) 224,198 1,090,923 12,985,211

 * GVA agriculture (%) 1.0 2.9 1.8
 *GVA industry (%) 20.3 16.9 20.0
 *GVA construction (%) 5.1 5.6 5.5
 *GVA services (%) 73.7 74.6 72.7
Imports (€bn) 90,972.7 355,442 2,126,198
Exports (€bn) 80,564.6 321,435 2,181,036
Openness index ((exports+imports)/
GDP) 76.5% 56.1% 29.7%

RPI. Annual change (%) 8.0 8.3  9.2

General details

Note: the figures on imports and exports for Catalonia are provisional.
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Employment in the logistics sector  
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Economic weight of the logistics sector  
 

GVA logistics activities (MEUR)
% Weight of logistics in the Catalan economy (overall)
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Source: CIMALSA Logistics Observatory.

Sector indicators for construction in Catalonia

21201918171615

Employed population (annual averages)
Registered unemployment (annual averages)
Cement consumption (thousands of tonnes)* 
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Official tenders for works by 
contracting agent (millions of euros)

Official tenders for works by 
type (millions of euros) 
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Provisional 2022 data

Figures for 2022 are provisional 

Figures for 2022 are provisional 

(Unit: so many per u)
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2023 budget by programme

Ministry of Territory                           %

Support for public passenger transport 1,786,271,795.46 n 40.60%

Rail infrastructure 1,010,411,580.98 n 22.97 %

Housing 617,885,200.70 n 14.04%

Roads 458,519,773.87 n 10.42%

General management and administration 115,990,557.66 n 2.64%

Management of public facilities and 
investment 77,136,956.47 n 1.75%

Logistics and other freight transport support 
activities 65,615,190.65 n 1.49%

Development and promotion of industrial land 
and buildings and services 58,539,820.27 n 1.33%

Tourism planning, development and 
promotion 56,562,684.43 n 1.29%

Spatial planning and urbanism 49,267,973.06 n 1.12%

Mapping, geology and geophysics 29,645,585.49 n 0.67%

Ports and shipping 21,032,836.90 n 0.48%

Airports and air transport 18,430,169.63 n 0.42%

Research and development 13,996,980.36 n 0.32%

Road transport infrastructure 10,092,749.75 n 0.23%
Neighbourhoods and old quarters 9,950,730.06 n 0.23%

Total 4,399,350,585.74 100.00%

 

G
en

er
al

 d
at

a

G
en

er
al

 d
at

a

Source: Ministry of Territory. 
Figures excluding orders to Infraestructures.cat from other ministries.

Change in the population of 
Catalonia by region (2010-2022) 

Population density by region 
in 2022 (inhab./km2)

  

Source: IDESCAT. Municipal register of inhabitants; Cartographic Institute of Catalonia.

Change in population 2010-2022 (%)
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Average occupancy of existing housing 2022 

Urban green space area per inhabitant 2022 
  Catalonia ...................... 21.7 m2/ inhabitant

  Spain (2009) ................. 56.1 m2/ inhabitant

Source: Directorate-General for Spatial Planning, Urbanism and Architecture

Area by system of land use 2022
 Data as of 1 January 2022

 94.1% Undeveloped land

 4.4% Urban land

 1.5% Land for development

Developed urban land area per inhabitant 2022

Europe*  370 m2/inhabitant

Spain* 167.9 m2/inhabitant

Catalonia172.4 m2/ inhabitant

Catalonia:  2.0 people/household
Basque Country (year 2020):           2.2 people/household

*Figures for Europe: 2000. Figures for Spain: 2020.

Land area 
(m2 / inhabitant)

Population /
number of homes

Green area / 
m2 inhabitants

Up to 300
From 300 to 600
From 600 to 900
More than 900

Up to 1
From 1 to 1.5
From 1.5 to 2
More than 2

Up to 10
From 10 to 20
From 20 to 30
More than 30



M
o

b
ili

ty

M
o

b
ili

ty

10 11

Integrated fare system (STI) areas 2022 

Barcelona Girona Lleida Tarragona
Population with STI 5,910,556 274,527 369,239 641,926
Municipalities 346 45 149 132

Surface area (km2) 9,067.60 1,259.80 5,585.80 2,999.00 

Demand: Barcelona Girona Lleida Tarragona

Total no. of 
journeys by public 
transport

928,850,000 7,125,000 7,388,000 18,754,000

Number of journeys 
with integrated fare 
tickets

699,723,000 3,617,000 3,435,000 7,193,000

% Overall coverage 75.3% 46.5% 38.0%
% Urban transport 
coverage 33.0% 18.1%

% Interurban 
transport coverage 77.5% 69.2%

% FGC coverage 69.9%
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Source: Ministry of Territory. ATM.

Number of public transport passengers 
by mode of transport 

In millions of journeys 2020 2021 2022
Variation 

2021-22
Bus 
transport 247.6 319.2 390.3 22.3%

Transports de Barcelona 115.5 5.40 147.3 178.1 20.9%
AMB buses (indirect 
management) 55.8 71.8 92.8 29.3%

DGTM intercity 37.2 50.2 60.7 21.0%
AMTU urban 26.7 33.8 39.4 16.5%
Girona, Lleida, Tarragona 
and Reus urban 12.4 16.1 19.2 19.3%

Rail transport 349.2 443.2 588.3 32.7%
Metro 217.9 278.2 371.7 33.6%
Rodalies 62.4 77.0 101.2 31.4%
Regional 4.8 5.80 8.3 42.4%
AVANT 0.7 0.8 1.4 74.5%
FGC 47.5 61.00 79.0 29.6%
Tram 16.0 20.4 26.7 31.1%

Total 596.8 762.4 978.6 28.4 %
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Rail transportBuses Total 

Change in demand for public transport 
(ATM Àrea de Barcelona)

Total number of journeys by public transport (in millions)
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Rail transport: freight flows 
(thousands of tonnes) 

2017 2018 2019 2020
Variation 

19-20
Rail freight 
transport 10,305 10,280 9,995 7,856 -21.4%

Origin and desti-
nation in Catalonia 2,060 2,270 2,196 1,885 -14.2%

Renfe 1,193 1,300 1,541 1,379 -10.5%

FGC 592 535 420 223 -46.9%
Private 275 435 235 283 20.4%
Exchange with the 
rest of Spain 5,220 5,029 4,853 3,920 -19.2%

Renfe 4,141 3,645 3,152  2,777 -11.9%
Private 1,079 1,385 1,701 1,142 -32.9%
International 
exchange 1,773 1,656 1,506 1,754 16.5%

Renfe 1,623 1,406 1,264 1,553 22.9%
Private 150 250 242 201 -16.9%
Through traffic 1,252 1,325 1,440 297 -79.4%
Renfe 587 369 374 297 -20.6%
Private 665 956 1,066 0 -100%
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Rail transport:  
distribution of exchange 
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22%
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Rail transport: 
distribution of exchange

Source: CIMALSA Logistics Observatory.

Mobility in the Barcelona Metropolitan 
Region (RMB) 2022

Journeys %

Active mobility 9,746,783 n 50.73%

Walking 9,285,649 n 95.27%

Bicycle 325,383 n 3.34%

VMP (scooter, segway or other vehicles) 127,572 n 1.31%

n
Public transport 2,902,739 n 15.11%

Bus 1,039,928 n 35.83%

Metro 978,084 n 33.70%

Rail 759,526 n 26.17%

Other 125,202 n 4.31%

n
Private transport 6,562,737 n 34.16%

Car 5,487,342 n 83.61%

Motorbike 734,507 n 11.19%

Van/truck and other 340,888 n 5.19%

n
TOTAL 19,212,260

Mobilitat

51%

34%

15%

Wheelchairs and personal 
mobility vehicles

Bicycle

Walking

Other

Rail

Metro 

Van/truck and other
Motorbike

Car
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Source: Working day mobility survey (EMEF 2022). Barcelona ATM.
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Air transport:  
freight movement (tonnes)

 2022: provisional data 
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Air transport: 
freight movement (tonnes)

Air transport:  
passenger movement

 2022: provisional data 
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Air transport: passenger movement 
(millions of passengers)
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Passengers at Catalan airports 2022
 2022: provisional data 

Passengers at Catalan airports 2022

Sabadell (6,070)

Lleida (33,053)

Reus (911,945)

Girona (1,313,945)

Barcelona (41,639,622)

Source: AENA, Airports of Catalonia.

Road transport:  
freight movement (thousands of tonnes)
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Road transport: 
freight movement (thousands of tonnes) 

20
,0

62
78

,0
2118

8,
02

7

24
,2

15
74

,5
0119

6,
09

5

286,110

294,811

Sea transport:  
freight and container movement
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freight and container movement

 Freight does not include local traffic, provisioning and fish 
        TEU: 20-foot equivalent unit  

       Sea transport: freight movement by port 
(thousands of tonnes)

Generalitat portsPort of TarragonaPort of Barcelona
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Source: Permanent road freight transport survey (Mitma).
Ports of the Generalitat, Barcelona Port Authority, Tarragona Port Authority.
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Road network 2022 (km)

Single carriageway roads

Multi-lane roads

Free motorways

Toll motorways*

Total for Catalonia Generalitat

Road network 
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* This includes motorways and toll roads. 
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Total vehicle numbers 
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Vehicle registrations
 2022: provisional data   

Source: Ministry of Territory. Idescat.
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Motorisation rate
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Road accidents with casualties 
(number of accidents)
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Intercity Urban

Casualties

1%   Dead within 24 hours

5%  Serious injuries

94%       Minor injuries

Source: IDESCAT.

Digital policies
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1 Certifications from the surveyors’, technical architects’ and building 
engineers’ associations of Catalonia.

2 Provisional categorisations of social housing and neighbourhood 
redevelopment housing.

Change in selling price of new and 
pre-owned housing (euros/m2)
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Housing construction and social
housing quota (HPO) 

Change in the rentals market
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Annual contracts signed per
1,000 inhabitants by region 2022

Monthly rent brackets
by region 2022

Source: Secretariat for Housing and the Catalan Housing Agency.
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Housing subsidies
2010-2022 (thousands of euros) 
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Extraordinary rental subsidies due to COVID-19
Social fund housing subsidies
Leasing of AHC-managed housing
Special urgent bene�ts
Rental subsidies
Total amount (€ thousands)
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6 
Housing for social policy 2022

 

 46% Generalitat public stock

 21% XMLLS housing2

 22% Housing included in the social rental housing fund

 11 % Housing transferred1

Source: Secretariat of the Urban and Territorial Agenda (DTES).

Basic data 
Catalonia 2022
Territory

1 Housing from financial institutions and private individuals.
2 Housing included in the social rent housing mediation network. 




